
Superannuation Co-contribution

What’s the super co-contribution?
The Australian Government’s super co-contribution 
scheme is an incentive to help you save for retirement.  
If you are eligible (see below), the Government contributes 
money into your super for after-tax dollars you contribute 
(up to the maximum). 

How much is the super co-contribution? 
The Government contributes 50 cents to your super for 
every $1 in non-concessional contributions you make 
to your super, up to a maximum of $500. To receive the 
maximum amount, your income1 needs to be less than 
$42,016. Once you earn more than this, the amount 
the Government contributes gradually decreases and it 
phases out once your total income is more than $57,016. 
You can see what this looks in the table below (these 
figures are for the 2022-23 financial year).  

Total 
income

After-tax contribution 
required for maximum 
super co-contribution

Maximum super  
co-contribution

$42,016 $1,000 $500
$47,016 $666 $333
$52,016 $334 $167
$57,016 $0 $0

Am I eligible for the super co-contribution? 
To be eligible you must meet these criteria: 
• your total income is less than $57,016 for the  

2022-23 financial year 
• you make a non-concessional (after-tax) contribution 

before 30 June of the financial year 
• you earn 10% or more of your total income from eligible 

activities (including being an employee, running a 
business, or both) 

• you’re under 71 at the end of the financial year 
• you haven’t held an eligible temporary resident visa at 

any time during the financial year (unless you’re a  
New Zealand citizen or you hold a prescribed visa) 

• you lodged a tax return for the financial year 
• you have given us your tax file number (TFN) 
• you have a total superannuation balance less than  

$1.7 million on 30 June of the previous financial year 
• you have not contributed an amount more than your  

non-concessional contributions cap
• you are not entitled to a super co-contribution 

for any salary sacrifice contributions or personal 
contributions you have made that have been allowed 
as a tax deduction. 

If you’re retired or unemployed you generally won’t be 
eligible for the super co-contribution. This is because at 
least 10% of your income needs to come from eligible 
activities such as being an employee or running a business. 
Please be aware any contributions your spouse makes 
to your super aren’t considered when the Government 
assesses if you’re eligible for the super co-contribution. 
Also, the super co-contribution made by the Government 
doesn’t count towards the contribution caps (the limits 
that apply to how much you can add to your super). Read 
our Personal Contributions Guide on our website for more 
information on the contribution caps. Or call us and we’ll 
send you a copy. 

Do I need to apply for the super 
co-contribution? 
The good news is you don’t need to apply or fill out any 
forms. It’s all taken care of automatically, as long as you 
have given us your tax file number. The ATO looks at 
information on your tax return, along with details from 
us about how much you paid into your super account. 
They decide from this information if you’re eligible for a 
super co-contribution. If you are, they will automatically 
work out the amount to pay you and deposit it into your 
super account. 

Is the super co-contribution taxed? 
There is no tax payable on the super co-contribution.  
It’s tax-free when it’s paid into your super account, and  
tax-free when you access it after you retire. It’s preserved 
in your super account until you permanently retire from the 
workforce after reaching your preservation age. You can 
check your preservation age in the table below.

Your date of birth Your preservation age
Before 01/07/60 55
01/07/60 – 30/06/61 56
01/07/61 – 30/06/62 57
01/07/62 – 30/06/63 58
01/07/63 – 30/06/64 59
01/07/64 or after 60

1 Your income is the sum of your assessable income for the financial year, 
excluding assessable First Home Super Saver Scheme (FHSSS) released 
amounts for the financial year, your reportable fringe benefits total for the 
financial year and your total reportable employer super contributions for the 
financial year, less your allowable business deductions.

What it means for you 
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Member Centres
70 Eagle Street, Brisbane 
63 George Street, Brisbane 
Sunshine Coast University Hospital, Ground Floor, 
Main Hospital Building, 6 Doherty Street, Birtinya

Member Service team
Phone 1300 360 750 
Overseas +61 7 3239 1004 
Monday to Friday 8.00am – 6.00pm (AEST)

Postal address GPO Box 200, Brisbane QLD 4001 
Email qsuper@qsuper.qld.gov.au  
Fax 1300 241 602 
Website qsuper.qld.gov.au

®Registered to BPAY Pty Ltd ABN 69 079 137 518.
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How do I make a contribution? 
There are two ways to contribute to your QSuper account 
and be considered for the super co-contribution: 
• Make a non-concessional (after-tax) standard 

contribution and/or voluntary contribution from your pay. 
• Make a lump sum non-concessional (after-tax) 

contribution. You can do this in person at one of our 
member centres (see our website for locations), by BPAY® 
(log in to Member Online or see your annual statement 
for details), or complete a Deposit form and send it to 
QSuper, GPO Box 200, Brisbane Qld 4001. Please make 
cheques and money orders payable to QSuper.

Which super fund is it paid into? 
The super co-contribution is paid directly into the super 
account that you made your personal contributions 
to. If you’ve closed this account, you can nominate 
another account you have with QSuper to receive 
the contribution, or nominate another super fund. 
To nominate another fund, you will need to use your 
myGov account. For more information, follow the 
ATO’s instructions described here: www.ato.gov.au/
Forms/Superannuation-fund-nomination

If you’ve reached your preservation age and retired, or met 
a condition of release (when you access your super early 
for other reasons), you can ask the ATO to pay you the 
super co-contribution directly. You’ll need to get in touch 
with the ATO to arrange this. 

Can I get the super co-contribution every year? 
Yes you can. As long as you remain eligible, you can continue 
to take advantage of this incentive to save. These 
contributions can add up over time and mean extra money 
for you in retirement. 

Important information 
It’s important you know there are limits on how much you 
can contribute to your super. Please read the Personal 
Contributions Guide available for details on these limits. 
Just head to qsuper.qld.gov.au or call us and we’ll send 
you a copy.

Need more information?
To find new ways to get more out of your super, 
explore the tools and calculators on our website at 
qsuper.qld.gov.au

Or call us on 1300 360 750 to ask any questions.
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